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round varying from :2 and -22 of an inch in diameter and cup- 
shaped. They are almost of a uniform weight from 5 to 51 grains. 
Of these latter 80, 38 have on one side a figure formed by lines and - 
dots with the sun and the moon on either side of it. On thereverse 

of 42 there isa legend in Devanagari Script, Rama Rau (T#TIS), 
Rau is apparently intended for Rao or Raja. 

Rama Rau as the title Rao indicates is a Maratha name and the 
term (Rao) is affixed to the names of persons eminent as soldiers, | 
clerks, etc. The title is purely a Maratha term generally applied to 
ruling chiefs or kings. Paleographic evidence clearly shows that 
these coins were neither Pallava nor Cola ones, and we know that 
they were not of the Vijayanagar Empire, for these do not resemble 
any of the Vijayanagar coins that we know, in design ghape, weight, 
or quality of the metal. No viceroy of Vijayanagar appears to 
have issued coins in his own name. Moreover no viceroy with the 
name of Rama Raja appears to have ruled over these parts where 
these coins were found. The genealogy ef Gingee Chiefs that is 
available from inscriptions No. 860 and 861 in appendix B of the 
Annual Report of the Assistant Archaeological Superintendent for 
Epigraphy, Southern Circle, Madras, for 1917, gives the names of 
several chiefs from Khemu to Ramabhadra Naidu who is said to 
bave ruled in Saka 1593 (A.D. 1671). Twenty chiefs appears to 
have ruled between Khemu and Ramabhadra Naidu and even al- 
lowing twenty-five years for each chief, Khemu, the first chief. would 
bring us back to 1093 Saka or A.D. 1171. Further, paleographically 
the age of these coins has to be put later than the 16th century. It 
must therefore be concluded that these do not belong to the Vijaya- 
nagar period. The Mughals conquered these parts where these 
coins were found at the latter part of the 17th century only, but we 
know that the Dutch at Negapatam and the French at Pondicherrv 
have issued coins of exactly the same description of the coins of 
1908 and 1918 finds and they were current in the East Coast. before, 
the Mughals overthrew the Marathas and assumed sway. 


thus eliminated all the other dynasties that zulen over E. paste 
we have only the I 
coins. 






Gingee which is very near the two places, from where we had two 


of these finds, was during this period a seat of Government and was 
considered a place fit enough for a viceroy to reside and rule, and 
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there is no other place near about these villages in the distriet which 
was at any time the seat of Government. Sothese must have been 
issued from the mint at Gingee, and we have also on record that 
Rama Raja, son of the famous Sivaji, who captured the fortress of 
Gingee in 1677 had continued to rule here as king and that he had 
issued a firman to the Hon’ble the East India Company who in 1690 
entered into negotiations with Rama Raja, the Maratha chief of 
. Gingee for the purchase of a small Fort at Devanampatanam near 
Cuddalore, on the site of the existing Fort St. David, and which 
both the French and the Dutch had previously endeavoured to buy. 
The firman. runs: thus’ 2... that the sole Government and 
possession of the same shall be in the said English Company and 
their Governors, etc., so long as the sunn and moon endures, to be 
governed by their own lawes and customes both civill martial and 
eriminall, and to coyn money either under our Royal stamp or such 
other as they shall judge convenient, both in silver or gold...... 
All this clearly shows that Rama Raja himself had a mint of his 
own and issued coins in his own name. The Rama Raja is the 
same as Rama Rau that is referred to by the legend. The fact 
that some of these coins do not have any legend may go to show 
either that Rama Raja himself had copied the design from coins 
that were current earlier or that he himself issued first without the 
legend and later on added the legend to impress his own power and 
importance. In any case there can be no doubt as to the fact that 
these are of Maratha issue and that they have no manner of resem- 
blance or relation to Kali fanams as was erroneously supposed. 
_ The Fortress of Gingee* was under the sway of the famous Sivaji 
‘and his son Rama Raja between 1677 and 1698. Aurangzeb, the 
Mughal Emperor, wanted to reduce the South of India and turned his 
arms against the Marathas in 1683. Then Rama Raja fled to Gingee 
and that place became a rallying point for the broken Maratha 
2 re „This washeld by Räma Räja till 1698 when it fell into the 
m © Mughals. These coins were therefore issued by Rama 

io Sivaji, during the period from 1683 to 1698. They can 
1 Rama Raja fanams. 

The lines and dots may at first sight appear to represent a dagger 
but from a knowledge of coins generally we know that the dagger 









| Gazetteer of South Arcot Distric!—page 42. 
2 South Arcot District Gazetteer— page 350 and footnotes under. 
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. and by the Dutch at Nagapatam with their respective ERG marks on 
= the reverse. The figure is similar to that found on « ins struck cat 
Pondicherry by the Dutch during their occupation of it from. 1693 - 
to 1698. It was thought by Colonel Pearse as Kali or Suli La 
“Tanjore. It is also stated that this design was found anterior to 
- 1693 in the coins of Negapatam and the Dutch copied this donis $e 
from them. He thinks that this design was extant as early as the 
“second century of the Christian era during the period of the Guptas, 
but from the existing literature on the coins of the Guptas we find 
that no such design existed. Therefore this is a later design, but 
current in the Eastern districts at the beginning of the 17th century = 


ài 
and the French, the Dutch and the Marathas might maye Sn ito 2i 
from that early design. | uu e 
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